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AN 


EXPOSITION 


ON THE 


LITANY. 


IT ANT is a Word of a Greck 
|, Original, which ſignifies Supplica- 
tion or Prayer ; 1o that The Litany 
is as much as, The Supplication or The 
Prayer, deſervedly .{o called by way of 
' Emanency, as the Beſt of Humane Com- 
poſition. It begins with a moſt Solemm 
and Devour Addreſs made to the Three 
{everal Perſons in the Holy Trinity di- 
\ tiny, and then to chem All conjoyntly 
, as three Hypoſtaſes of One and the ſame 
God, One and the ſame Fountain of all 
Goodneſs and Mercy, whence Miſerable 
Simers muſt hope to obtain Forgiveneſs, 
But to wave that (as being Forreien to - 
my preſent Deſign to diicourſe of that 
moſt glorious and incomprehenſible 1y- 
ſtery) and conſider the Subjef# Matter of 
\ A 2 the 


An Expoſition 
the Prayer it felf; which is ſo Compre- 
henſrue as to. leave out very /ittle, and fo 
Pithy and Expreſſive as to have little re- 
dundant or ſuperfluous. The Matter is 
double; Deprecation of Evil, and Peti- 
tion for Good ;, both urged with moſt po- 
rent and proper Arguments as we ſhall 
ſee. 


1. Deprecation of Evil, whether in- 
cumbent, or imminent ; or probable to be- 
tide us. And that 1s either of Si or Suf- 


fering. 


1. The Evil of Sin, and that is alſo 
Two-fold, paſt or future. Firſt, Sin paſt, 
whether committed by our ſelves or. by 
thoſe that went before us; the Guilt 
whereof may not be- expiated or depre- 
cated ſufficiently till the third- and fourth 
Generation according to the Second Com- 
mandment ; and that - is done in theſe 
words. Kemember not, Lord, our Offences, 


or the Offences of our Fore-fathers, net- ' 
ther take thow Vengeance of our Sins > 


Spare us, good Lora, ſpare thy People — 
and be not angry with us for ever, And 
this Swpplication 1s grounded upon this 
itrong Argument ; that we are redeemed 
by the moſt pretious Blood of the Son of 
God. And ſo we do in effect ſay, - Ler 
the Blood of our Lord Chriſt ſpeak. better 
things 
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cn the Litany: 
things for us than the Blood of Abel; 
let'not- our Sins nor the Sins of our Pro- 
genitors cry louder ro Heaven for Yer- 
geance than the Sufferings of the Son of 
God- for Forgiveneſs. KRedecmed by hs 
moſt pretious Blood ;, lo pretious, that it is 
the Cauſe, for which God is »ot angry 


, with us for ever; and for which we 


may hope he will not keep his Anger any 
longer, he will not. Kemember our Offences, 
nor the Offences of our Fore-fathers. This 
Supplication is not only agreeable to, but 
in a manner taken our of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, O remember not againſt me former 
Imquities, — or (as in the Margent ) tbe 


" Iniquities of them that were before ma, 


Be not Wroth very fore, O Lord, neither 
remember Iniquity for ever : » Behold, ſee, 
we beſeech thee, we are all thy People. 
And here upon: this occalion [ ſhall take 
leave once for all to tell che Keager , 
thar thole Men do not argue with Un- 
derſtanding , that fay our Liturgy is a 


* Tranſlation of the Popiſh /Maſs-book ; for 


neither is that true-as to the Whole, nor 
the Argument cogent as to the Parts, 


1. It is not true as to the Whole; for 
many things are added, as this Swppti- 
cation, and others ro be mentioned after- 
wards ; and more omitted , as to give 
one notorious /»ſtance 3 After -the Invo- 
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An Expoſition 
cations of the three ſeveral Perſons and 
then the whole Trinity, they interſert I 
know not how many Ora pro Nobu's or 
Invocations of Saints and Angels; as 
thus, Holy Mary, Holy Mother of God, 
Holy Virgin of Virgins, Holy Michael , 
Holy Gabriel, Holy Raphael, pray for us. 


Goa, All ye holy Orders of bleſſed Spirits, 
All ye holy Patriarchs and Prophets, pray 
for us. All ye boly Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts, All ye holy Diſciples of our Lord 
and Innocents, All ye holy Martyrs, Holy 
| Confeſſors, Holy Monks and Eremites , 
| Holy Virgins, = ye for us. Thele 
are general, but beſides, the Apoſtles 

and Evarge;iſts are all particularly in- 

vok'd, wa other He and She-Saints, to- 

gether with ſeveral of their Companions, 
whereof S, Urſula had no les than elever 

1Cor.14. thouſand, Surely, They prayed neither 
Chap.1s, with the Spirit,, nor with Underſtanding, 
&c. that by ſuch Invocations derogated from 
| our Lord's Interceſſion, and attributed 
Omniſcience and Ommipreſence (incommu. 

nicable Artributes of God) to ſo many 

Saints, Whereof ſeveral were far from 

being Holy, and ſome 1o far as never to 

| have had a Being, but in their Legends 
and Bead-foils, God be thanked, that 

gave our firlt Reformers fo much Under- 

ſtanding, and fo much of his Spijrjr, where- 

with 


All ye Holy Angels and Arch-angels of . 


! 


/ 


[ 
| 
| 
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on the Litany., 


with as with a Refiner's Fire they ſevered 
the Gold from the Droſs ; and gave unto 
God the things that were God's. 


2. Secondly, For thoſe things that are 
rranſlated out of the Maſs-book, they are 
none of them Popiſh, nor ever the more 


lo for being uled by them that own'd the 


” Pope's Authority. 'Tis a Popiſh Argu- 


ment to ſay, Where was your Lita 
or Liturgy before that Tranſlation? It 1s 
juſt like that of the, Papiſts, Where was 
your Religion before Luther ? The fame 
Anſwer will therefore ſerve both ; Our 
Religion and Liturgy were before Luther, 
but much corrupted and polluted and 
diſguiſed at and” before 1s time; bur 
a thouſand or twelve hundred Years be- 
fore that, they were what they are now 
reſtored to, Pure and Genuine; without 
Mak or Paint, without 1dolatry or Su+ 
a og It is as much as if one ſhould 
ask a Noble-man , whoſe Anceſtors for 
{everal Generations had - been to great 
Spend thrifts as to —_ a vaſt Patrimon 
to a {mall Annuity, and left him to ſee 
his Fortune, and he through, his own 
Vertue and Prince's. Favour Gould be re- 
ſtor'd to the Place and Honour dne to 
his Ancientry: If an Upſtarc Malepere 
Gentleman (ſhould ask him, Where was 
his 1Vobility before ſuch a late King ; He 
A 4 would 
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would anfwer, My Nobility was before 
the Conguerour, &c. Before Luther , 
before: that Tranſlation, they ask ; We 
anſwer , before Conſtantine, before Pope 
Elentherius, in the Councils and Writings 
of the Fathers for the firſt five hundred 
Years, in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament ; what we have in our 
Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, was 
fetch'd from thence, and to them we make 
our Appeals. 

Having interpoſed thus much, I now 
90 on; our Church reacheth us to de- 
precate "Ju 


2. Sin future, as the great Evil and 


Miſchief, together wich the Cauſes and 
Effects thereof; Firſt, the Cauſes, the 
Crafts and Aſſaults of the Devil ;— for 
the Devil is' both a fly Serpent and a roar- 
ing Lyon; where Force will not do, 
there he uſeth Fraud, and when his Fraud 
is deteCted, he flies ra main Force; but 
he is dangerous both' ways, and there- 
fore to he fear'd, fhunn'd, and depre- 
cated. "Secondly, the Effefts ; the firit 
and immediate Effect is the Wrath of 
God ; the laſt and' utmoſt is everlaſting 
Damnation, * And ſurely we ought ever 
to fear that that is Everlaſting, and ne- 
yer think" our ſelves too ſecure from the 
pM | Danger 


__— 
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on the Litany, 
Danger of it, nor paſt Praying againſt 
it; the greateſt Degree of Aſſurance at-' 
tainable in this World, can rife no higher 


than that of the apoſtle, Let him that 1Cor.10. 
ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall, But here'Va, &c. 
I would fain know wich what Spirit or 


with what Senſe they Pray this Prayer— 
From the Aſſaults of the Devil, thy Wrath, 
and everlaſting Damnation , Good Lord, 
deliver us , that can 1ſo often, and ſo 
boldly ſay, the Devil take, and God 
damn either themſelves or others. I ſay, 
with what Spirit or Senſe do they Pray, 
that contradict themſelves ſo deſperately ; 
and make the' Throne of Grace a Refuge 
of Lies? When the Diſciples would have 
fetch'd Fire from Heaven, our Lord tells 
them, Te know not what manner of Spirit 


ye are -of ; of what manner of Spirit , 


think ye, then are they that would fetch 
Fire from Hell ; and ſay, 


Flettere fi nequeo Superes Acheronta movebo ; 


call both God and the Devil' to be Exe- 
cutioners of their Wrath? The next 
Supplication , is to be delivered from 
thole Spiritual Wickednefles, thoſe Fil- 
thineſſes of the Spirit, which have leſs 


of Infamy but more of Malice belong- 


ing to them, viz. From all Blindneſs of 
Heart, from Priae, Vain-glory and Hy- 


pocriſie 4 
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pocriſie; from Envy , Hatred, and Ma-» 
lice, and all Uncharitableneſs : Wherein 
we pray God to deliver us from not 
meerly the outward Aſſaults, but the 
inward Poſſeſſion of the Devil. For 
theſe are the very ehings that conſtitute 
the Eſſence of a Devi/, and the main 
things that he endeavours to plant and 
propagate in-ug} as being his very Like- 
neſs and Image. We pray not againſt 
Blindneſs of Eyes, but of Heart. $S0- 
crates tells us what Antonius the Monk 
faid to that great Scholar and Writer I 
will not ſay, but Diftator of Writings, 
Didymus that was blind ; Let nor the 
loſs of your bodily Eyes trouble you ; far 
you are deprived of ſuch Eyes as the Flies 
and Guats can ſee with; but rejoyce that 
you have thoſe Eyes, wherewith the Angels 
fee, and by which God himſelf u diſcerned, 
and bis Light comprehended. So 1 ny 
iay on the other hand; Pray not 1o 
much againſt the loſs of bodily Sight , 
which is common to us with Worms 
and Flies, but againſt Blindneſs of Heart, 
which will make us ſee no more than 
the Devil, and with which the Devil 
labours to lead us Captive, 
Apoſtle tells us, the God of thu World 
bath blinded the Minds of them that be- 
lieve not ;, leſt the Light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who «x the Image of 
God, 


So the * 


. follows, —From Envy, Hatred, and Ma- 
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on the Litany. 
God, (hould ſhine unto them : and from 
ſuch Blinaneſs, Good Lord, deliver ws. 


The Second thing here pray'd againſt 
is Pride, another Ingredient of the De- 
viliſh Nature: Not a Novice, leſ being 1 Tim. 3. 
lifted up with Pride, he fall imto the 5, &c. 
Condemnation f the Devil, The next is 
Vain-glory, (a branch, or outward token 
of Pride) and a-kin to it is Hypccriſie ; 
for they both pretend ro iomething more 
than they are owners of. As the Devil 
told our Saviowr, when from an exceeding 
high: Mountain be ſhewed bim all the King- 
dams of the World, and the Glory of them, 
All theſe things will I give thee, if thou tt. 4. 
wilt fall down and worſhip me. When © © 
( vain-glorious Diſſembler as he was) he 
had not one foot of Land tg give; and 
certainly whoever belie and oftentate 
themſelves, in pretence of being what 
they are not, are of their Father the 
Devil, according to what is ſaid in the 
Revelation, J know. the Blaſphemy of them Chap. 2.9 
which ſay they. are Jews, and are not , CNap+ 3-5 
but are the Synagogue of Satan. Next. 


lice , and all Uncharitableneſs; for theſe 
are three, and there are other branches 
of that bitter Root, Which are all con- 
ſtituent of a Devil, and make the Fiend 
ſo black as he is. Let not the Sun go 
aown 
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down upon your Wrath, neither give place 
80 the Devil; When Wrath reſts and 
ſettles into Malice, then the Del takes 
place in the Heart, and the Spirit of 
God 1s grieved ; as you may lee in the 
Epiſtle to the Epheſians, the fourth Chap- 
rer, 26, 27, 30, 31 Verles, compared 
rogether; and thele are all contrary to 
the Fruits of the Spirit mentioned in 
the Galatians, for they ar? Love, Joy, 
Peace , Long ſuffering , Gentleneſs, Good- 
neſs, Meekneſs, Temperance. * | have been 
thus particular in this Branch 'of the 
Litany, becauſe I have long obſerved 
theſe two things. Firſ#, That Men in 
their Prayers have commonly paſs'd by 
theſe Sins, when they have long inſiſted 
upon the Confeſſion and Exaggeration of 
other leſs Malin. Secondly, That 'Men 
in common Converſation ſeldom exprels 
their diſlike againſt rhem as againſt others, 
that are more Scandalow, becauſe' more 
obvious to the Eyes of the World ; which 
whether - it proceed from a ſecret In- 
—_— thoſe Sins, or a groſs Miſtake 
in thinking chem more ' Pardonable than 
others, or becauſe it is more eaſie or 
uſual to gild and varniſh- over thoſe Spi- 
ritual Luſts with fpecious Names and 
Titles of Virtue; as to call Pride Mag- 
nanimity, Revenge Senle of Honour, Envy 


Emulation, and the like, I will not_in- 
quire : 


on the Litany. 


quire':: And upon this Score. ] the more 
value our Litazy; and ſhall only ob- 
ſerve this farther as to this Branch of it, 
that the Primer of Salwbury hath noc 
Priat, Hypocriſie, Envy mentioned in it, 
The next Branch hath reſpect to the 
Luſts of che Fleſh ;— From Fornication 
and all other . deadly Sink — that is, from 
all deliberate, willtul, prgſumpruous Sin 3 
for-ic is Willfulnels, Prelumprion , Delis 
beration, - that makes Sin Deadly or Un- 
pardonable without ſpecial Repentance ; 
whereas Sins: of Surpriſe and Incogi-' 
rancy, Which Tertulian calls Quotidiane 
incxrſionts, and are fo frequent, that we 
can icarce know when we commit them, 
for thoſe God is. plealed to accept of a 
more geueral'Repentance. - Wherefore 
it is a groundleſs Jealouſie, that makes 
this Objettion againſt this Prayer z that it 
favours, the Popiſh Diſtinction | between 
Venial and Mortal Sins. And let me tell 
the Reader farther, [ from all other deadly 
$11 ] 1s not in.the forefaid Primer ; and 
upon ſearch ic will be found that For- 
mcation is a very Yenial Sin with them, 
that coined this Di/ſtinttion, and in a Prieſt 
more pardonable than honeſt and honour- 
able Wedlock. 


2, Then 


14 
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An Expoſition 
2, Then we come to deprecate the 
Evils of Suffering or Puniſhment ; which 


are of two forts, ſuch as concern. our _ 


ſelves ,, and ſuch as touch the Publich. 
Firſt , Such as may do ws a Milchief in 
particular , inftancing in thoſe that en- 
danger our Lives, as (1.) Lightning 
and Tempeſt ; from which there is no 
flying nor hiding, no arming nor fenCing ; 
that which doth ofren ſer Houſes and 
Barns on Fire, and ſometimes deſtroys 
Men in a Moment. (2.) The Plague of 
Peſtilence ; fo which we have great 


reaſon to beg Deliverance, if we call to 
mind how - that Bec/o-r {wept away near 
an hundred thouſand in our Capital City 


m one Summer, and many Thouſands be- 


ſides in other Parts of the Kingdom, in 
that, and the Tear following. (3.) From 
Famine ; a [udgment (God be thanked) 
not heard of in our Land, and yet to 
be feared, if we call to mind the ſeveral 
Famines we find threatned and inflicted 
upon the two Fruitfuleſt Cornnrries in the 
World, the Land of Canaan and Egypr. 
(4) From Baetle, that is, not only from 

oclaimed Wars and open Hoſtilities , 

ut from all ſudden Frayes, Quarrels and 
Duels, which never end well. (5.) From 
Murder, that is, from Suffering as well 
as Committing of it. From all violent 


Death , and eſpecially (6.) that which 
is 


on the Litany. 
is Sudden, From which laft, it is not 
only Lawfu! (whatever private Fancies 
have ſuggeſted to the contrary ) but very 
behoveful to pray to God to deliver us, 
as that which may ſnatch us away , 
before we are prepared either to leave 
this World, or go to a Better, The 


Frequency and Fearfulnels of Earth- ' 


wakes gave the firſt occalion -to this 
Prayer againſt Sudden Death (as a Re- 
verend and Learned Perſon tells us ;) 


Dxr.Hake- 


and I queſtion not if Earth quakes were will's 
as Frequent and Fearful now , as they 499, 


were in thoſe days, the Objefors would 
be as ready to Pray the ſame as any 
other. But though this ſort of Calamity 
be more rare in this than in ſome other 
Countries, and leſs Dreadful in later than 
in former Ages, ( fo that this Perition 


( at leaſt as ro us) may ſeem leſs need- 


ul upon that account) yet how many 
are the Caſualties and Dangers we are 
continually expoſed to, that may put a 
ludden period to our Lives? Which, to 
beg the Divine ProteCtion to be pre- 
ſerved and delivered from, the Fudicious 


Kc. 


Lib.2.$.4 


Mr, Falkner leoks upon as the moſt proper L.iberts 
and direft ſenſe of this Petition ; and let Eccleſia- 
that Man alone ( ſaith he.) who judgeth Pics: 


this unfit, condemn and reject this Petition 


againit Sudden Death. 


Bur 


P- oO, 
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But becauſe this Perition (as the ſame 
Author ſaith) bath been much excepted 
ainſt, it may not be amiſs to return 
a more full {:ſwer to ir. Although then 
we ought not to have ever the worſe 
Opinion of any, whom God is pleaſed 
to take away on a ſudden; as the Chapter 


An.1109.of York in the Tirhe of King Henry the 


Libertas 


ſtica. 


Firſt, who would not permit Gerard 
their Arch-Biſhop, who died ſuddenly, to 
be buried in the Church, though he had 
been a Benefattor to'it, but in the Church- 


porch, Although Mr. Brightman pray'd. 


for a ſudden Death, and had the Death 
he. deſired; wherein perhaps he was fin- 
gular ; , for ( as (the forecited excellent 
Author faith) to die as Joſiah or Uzzah 


did, ts not deſirable ro the moſt holy and 
pious Mew, who according to the Exam- 


P. 151, ple of Jacob, David, and Our bleſſed Sa- 


viour bimfelf, by their koly Inſtruttions at 
the time of their Death, may become uſe- 
ful for the bettering of the Lives of them 
who ſurvive, Again, Though, ſince we 
know not the Date of our Lives, ic ſhould 


be our conſtant care and endeavour, whe-  : 


ther we die ſuddenly, or gradually and 
deliberately, to die preparealy; like the 
good and faithful Servant, that knowing 
not when his Lord ſhould come , ſtands 
vpon his Watch , and is ready at every 
hour of the Night ; Though we are not 
lo 


——— 
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{o . much concern'd to pray that our 
Deaths may be fore-warn'd, as that they 
may be fore-arm'd ;, and therefore pray 
that we may ſo ſtand upon our guard, as 


. not to be ſurpriſed; and ſo ſtand to our 


Arms, as not to be vanguiſh'd; yet not- 
withſtanding all qe greary not, but it 
may become any good Man to pray to 
be delivered. from ſudden Death. Our 
merciful Lord in his Propheſie of the ſad 
Deſolation that was coming upon the 
Nation of the Jews, whereof he gave 


many moſt ſignificant fore-tokens, and yer mate. 24. 


declared, that of that day and hour no 
Han knew, no not the Angels in Heaven, 
but bis Father only; in that Propheſie ad- 
viſeth them, ſaying, Pray that your flight 
be not in the Winter, neither on the Sab- 
bat : In the Winter, when they could 
not eaſily flie ; and on the Sabbath, when 
many through a ſcrupulous Saper/tirion 
would not flie; and doth therein adviſe 
them to pray, that thar ſad rime mighc 
not overtake them unawares, For the 
ſame reaſon Prayer againſt the Surpriſe 


'of a fats Death is very adviſeable ; 


that ſo Men may be fore-arm'd againſt 
the Stroke, when ic doth come; that {6 
their Hoxſes , which they are 'to leave , 
may be ſet in: better Order, ( for ſome 
cannot be perſwaded to make their mee 
5 t 
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till extteam Sickneſs; or if made, Men 
may always have a deſire and occaſion , 


and yer not w 6 an Opportunity to 
0 


alter them; and ſomething of Con- 
ſequence may be left »wilPd , that may 
create Trouble to Executors, Heirs, Le- 
Latees, &c.) and that they may be better 


prepared for that. Houſe or State whither | 


they are going ; leſt when they are cal'd, 
they may be found not doing their Ma- 
Rer's Work, and ſo fall ſhort of their 
Wages. The moſt prepared Solditr had 
rather fight a pitch'd Battle , thah v 

an haſty Alarm. The beft furniſhed 
Houſekeeper would take it rhore kindly 
to have ſome notice of his Friend's com- 
mg before-hand, thati to be pur upon a 
ſudden Hurry. So the-moſt wary Walker, 
the moſt wakefu} Watcher, would gladly 
fome Harbinger of the Xing of Tetrovurs, 
Tome kindly Sickzreſs, or Tenſibte Decler- 
fron of Co would give him warn- 
ing to ſettle 

his Peace with all the World, and leave 


Peace amongſt his Relations, pay his . 


Debts here below, and get a Releaſe of all 
above Seal'd and affured to him. I paſs on 


2dly. To ſuch Evils as may affect the 
Publick,, and that either State or Chxrch. 
;The State may ſuffer eicher by Sedirtor 
K or 


is outward Concerns, make + 


- —_—— 


or privy Conſpiracy, —the former diſturbs 
the Peace and Health of the Body , the 
latter aims at the Life of the Head; for 
the Prefervation. whereof, we are all 
bound daily to pray, and againſt all thoſe 
things that have any Tendency towards 


' their Ruin, be they open or ſecret ; more 


or-lels- intended, Seaition is one ſtep to 
Kebelion , and privy Conſpiracy another. 
We pray 'therefore that the Cockarrice 


may be cruſh'd in the Egg, the mon- 


ſtrous Baſtard ſRifled in 'the Cradle, all 
Tendencies that way may be ſtopp'd ig 
their | firſt Motions. And then» for the 
Evils, that may injure the Church, Falſe 
Dottrine, Hereſie and Schiſm; in the 
Deprecation of them our Church dilſowns 
all . Pretence. to /nfaltbility ; praying a- 
gainſt chat which may befall ic , or the 
ER in the World, And here 
me obſerve, that the forementioned 
Primer hath not this Branch in it, viz. 
From all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy and Re- 
belioms, from' all Falſe Doitrine, Hereſie 
and Schiſmy, The Church of Rome being 
a great Pacrone/ſs of Sedition, privy Con- 
wacy. and Rebellion ; and ſo high a Pre- 
to Infalliblity, that Faiſe Doctrine, 

ereſie and Schiſm are whatever ſhe pleale 
to call fo. And therefore in hex Mouth, 


and the Mouths of all her Children, all 
B 2 that 
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that own the Dottrine and Diſcipline of 
the Church of England, yea, all that teach 
contrary to Hey are Hereticks and Schiſ- 
maticks, Heyeſie ſtrikes at the Dodrine, 
and Schiſm at rhe Diſcipline of the Church , 
the former is like a Diſeaſe which taints 
the Blood, and poiſons the Sear of Life 3 
the latter 'is like a Wound, which lets' out + 
the Blood, and if not well look'd- to may 
turn to a Gangrena ; and both are lo dan» 
gerous, that we cannot too often pray 
apainſt rhem, and all the Steps and Ten- 
dencies thereto , even that that is but 
Falſe Dottrine or ſimple Errour z'| which 
perſiſted in and purſued” ro its | utmoſt 
Conſequences, may turn to Hereſie, and 
occaſion Schiſm » And, Laſtly, ' againſt 
the inward Cauſes of them” and the other: 
zhings that are ſo Miſchievous to the Stare; 
to wit, Hardneſs of Heart, | and Conte 

of God's Word and Commandment. Obs 
ſtinacy is a great Ingredient 'of 'Hereſie , 


and Stubbornneſs of Kebeiion ; theſe two . N 


are Syn0nimous to 'one another in 1$am. 
15. 23. and theſe all ſpring from the Com 
tempt of God's Word and Commandments, 
which are the Teft of Truth, and Raleof 


Obedience. And fo much for the things 
pray*d againſt. Wer 


1 bn 


cn the Litany. 21 
, In the two next Branches we have 
thoſe- potent Arguments wherewich the 
foregoing Supplications are urged : By the 
Myſtery of thy Holy Incarnation; by thy 
Holy Nattvity and Circumciſion; by thy 
Baptiſm, Faſting ,, and Temptation ;— In 
al} which there 'is no Swearing nor Con- 
; jaring, as ſome weak Perſons fondly ob- 
ject; Jas if 'the Prepoſition, By, could not 
beuſed.in any other way or Senſe. Bur 
what think they of St. Paw/, when he 
faith, 7 beſeech you therefore, Brethren, by Rom. 12. 
the Mercies of God ;—that is, as ye hope l. 
| to-partake of or be Saved by the Mercies 
» of God. It is a Form of, vehement Ob: 
 ' ſecration , Exbortation , or Conteſt at10n. 
Soagain, We beſcech you, Brethren , by 2 Thefl. 
the Commg of our Lord feſlu Criſt, and 2: 1. 
by. . our gathering together unto him; that 
is, '/as ye hope for the Coming of our 
Lord at the laſt Day, and our Meeting 
him at that time ( of which he had ſpo-- 
, kewy in the former Epiſtle) and ſuch cp,y, ,. 
| Forms. are: uſual among all Wrirxers and 15,17. 
Speakers ,' when a thing is earneſtly de- 
fired. | And fo we may account for all the 
Particalars above-named. 


By the Myſtery of thy Floly Incarnation, 
Good Lord deliver' #s, AS if. it had bee 
{aid, © Lord, to. what end: did'ft thou 
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$ Tim. 3- contrive that great Myſtery of Godlintſs, 

15. God manifeſted in the Fleſh? Why did'ſt 

Phil.2. 6, thou that was't in the Form of God, and 

- 7- thought'ſt it no Robbery to be equal with 

God, take upon thee the Likeneſs of Sin- 

ful Man? Was it not to ſave thy People 

Matt. 1. from their Sins ? From the Power as well 

21- as the Puniſhment of Sin? From the Crafts 

and Afſaults of the Devil, from the Wrath 

of God, ana from Everlaſting Damna- 
($07. 


By thy Circumciſion ;— Thou, O Lords 

Gal. 4- 4, that was't made of « Woman, was't made 

5: under the Law, to redeem w that were une 

der the Law, that we might receive the 

Adoption of Sons ;, therefore thou ſhed- 

deſt thy fir Blood at thy Circumciſion , 

and thy laſt upon the Croſs, to redeem 

Gal.3.13. 44 from the Curſe of the Law; thou was't 
2 Cor. 4 made Sin for us, and a Cnſe for 1s, 

2l. 


By thy Baptiſm,— wherein thou, was't 
ſo Solemnly own'd and proclaim'd tq be 
the Sox of God-; and whereby thou didſt 


Office of Santtifie Water to the ical Waſhin 
Baptiſm: away of Sin, and i Children af 
God. _ | 


alle. By th Faſting ;—Thou who for our ſake 
Sunda ,y ajdft fat ; ; 
Fn Lept, 


forty days' and forty nights, 'ta 
= - deliver 


| 
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deliver us from the Surfeir we took by 
eating the Forbidden Frxit, and 'to pre- 
pare thy ſelf againſt that great Tempra. 
tion, Wherein thou overcameſt the Crafts, 

\ As after in thine Agony the Aſanlts of the 
Devil — By that three-fold Temptation , 
which thou underwent''t, and wherein 

| thou overcameſt the great Enemy of Man- 

O kind at all his three Weapors, wherewith 

he worſted Man art firſt, the Luft of the 
Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye, ard'the Pride 
of Life, Good Lard, deliver us from the 
Decejts of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, ; 


By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat ;— O 
Lord, the* Devil then ſet upon thee like 
a roaring Lion, and all the Powers of Dark; 
neſs were let looſe upon thee, and thou 
then offered'ſ> up Prayers and Supplica» Heb.s. 7. 
tions with ſtrong crying and Tears unto 
| him that was able to ſave thee from Death, 
and was't hear and delivered from that 
thou feared'ſt, (ſo may we underſtand 
' that place) Good Lord, deliver us from 
all or Fears: 'O Lord, in that thy felf 
haſt ſuffered being tempted, thou art able gg, ,.,x 
to ſuccour them that are tempted. 


By thy Croſs and Paſſion ;— that is, by 
thy Paſſion upon the Croſe; or, by th 
| | F. B 4 * ' Croſs, 
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Croſs ; that ts, The manner of his Death, 


he was made a Curſe for us ; but by his. 


Shedding his Blood thereon he took away 
the Curſe, and made full Expiation and 
Atonement. 


By thy precious Death and Burial ;— 
Upon the Shedding of ſo much innocetit 
and precious Blood, Death mult needs 
follow; and it need not be counted any 
T autology to add it to Paſſion, ſince. we 
have not words enough to expreſs what 
our Lord Suffered. And let not any think 
it was all one to us, whether our Lord 
was buried or no, meerly to quarrel with 
this Prayer ; for they muſt alſo quarrel 
with the 4po/tle's Creed, that hath in that 
ſhort $4-11 of our Chriſtian Faith this, 
and all the foregoing Particulars diſtin&tly, 
thus, He ſuffered nndgr Pontius Pilate , 
was crucified, Dead and Buried. Our 
Lord's Burial, with the choice Circum- 
ſtances of it, ſtrongly prove the Reality 
of his Death and Reſurreftion. And 
St. Paul looks upon it as ſo conſiderable 
a Paſſage, as to particulariſe it, and re- 
peat it as part of the Chriſtian Cabbala 
delivered to him at firſt, 7 delivered unto 
you firſt of. all, that which I alſo received, 
how that Chriſt died for our Sins, accor= 
ang ro the Scriptures, and that he was 
buried ; 


! 
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buried, yea, and to reſemble the Spiri 
tual part of Baptiſm thereunto: There. Roms. 4 
fore we are buried (faith he) with bim by 
Baptiſm into Death. And again, Buried Col.2.12. 
with him in Baptiſm. Next follow, after 

all theſe Inſtances of our Lord's' Myſte- 

rious Humiliation y thole' of his Exalta- 

tion, his glorious Reſurrettion and  Aſcen- 

ſion. Our Lord, -, his Reſurreftion , hath 

given the greateſt Evidence and Aſſurance 

of our Immortality and Reſurreftion ; and 

that he not only 4zed but overcame Dearv, 

and maſtered kim that bad the' power of 

Death, that #, the Devil; and to fhew Heb.z. 1, 
that he was tro die no more, ' he left this 

Stage of Mortality , and made that glo- 

rious Aſcenſion , whereof enough” cannot 

be ſaid. And when he aſcended on high, 

he led Captivity Captive, and gave Gifts to gph., g, 
Men , . by his 14:ſſion of the Holy Ghoſt ; 

which was the laſt Remarkable in the great 
Myſtery of 'Godlineſs, fignifying the effe- 

tual Means made. aſe of for the Publi- 

cation and Application of the Dorine of 

the Goſpel for the Eenefit of all Mankind. 

And now pray what Arguments more 

ſtrong and roger , and ly to prevail 

with our Zora, than theſe that are fetch'd 

from all the ſignal Paſſages and Particu- 
larities of his onderfa Undertaking , 


wherein he fo much denied himſelf, and 
obliged 
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obliged «4; and for the effefFuating where- 
of, and making them Saving to us, he 
now fits. at the right Hand of Gog, for 
ever to makg Interceſſion for w? What 
do we-more. therein, than Pray to our 
Saviour to Save us by thoſe Means and 
Methods, which he himſelf hath managed 
and direfted ? | Nay, do not they mean 
che fame ching in effeft, that ſay, Save 
#4, Lord, far thy Name's ſake, for Teſus 
Chriſt his ſake ? Doubtleſs we all deſire 
that ſo great Contrivances and Under- 
takings of Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs , 
that 1o much Coſt and Pains may become 
Effeftual and Saving to us, in all thoſe 
Ends and Purpoſes for which they were 
intended. þ. 


And now , Leſilj, becauſe there are 
ſome Critical Times, wherein we ſhall 
ſtand in,need of Salvation and Delive- 
rence ; it. theſe axe expreſs'd, they will 
heighten our. Devotzon , and make this 
part of the Prayer ſill more compleat, 
There are, I ſay, four Critical Times ; 
Firſt, The Time of our Tribul& jon; an 
this we pray rather to be delivered . ir 
than from; becaule it is very often the 
Portion. of them that will live. Godly in 
this World, to ſafer Perfecution, accor: 
ding as the Apoſtle tells us, This iS 4 

py Time, 
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Time , . wherein | the | Devil is moſt -buſie 
with and _- us, and: uſeth both his 
Crafts Aſſaults ; and therefore we 
need more, ſpecial Aſhſtance. Secondly, 
The Time" of our Wealth ;-— We do not 
= for Wealth; but to be delivered 
rom the Cares, and Snares, and Tempta« 
tions, which it brings along with it: And 
in this 7ime the World and the Fleſh vie 
their Deceits agamit us, and fo often pre- 
vail, that ovur Table becomes a Snare to 
us, - and our Friexas become Flatterers 5 
our Honey turns to Poiſon, and fair Wea- 
ther doth us:more harm than foul. In 
this time we ftand leaſt upon our guard, 
and are eaſily ſurpriſed ; and therefore we 
pray to God comake us Watchful, and to 
watch over us himlelf, and deliver us 
from the Dangers of it. ' Thirdly, The 
Hour of Death,—in which and not from 
it we defire to be delivered: For at this 
Hour the World and the Fleſh leave us; 
but then the Devil ſets on us afreſh, and 
would inake us, if he could, deſpair of 
Deliverance, and think our Sins are _ 

eat and too anany to be iven ; 

ould fain caks.us let A. bold of 
our Saviour, and then he knows we {hall 
drop into his Bottomleſs Pir, Where- 
fore 3n the Viſtation of the Sick, * we are . 


taught to pray, © Lord,” Save thy Ser- 
' vant ; 
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vant; \wbich putteth his. Truſt in thee. 
Send bim Help from thy Holy Place; 
And evermore mightily Lend um, Let 
the Enemy have no advantage of him ; 
nor the Wicked approach to hurt him. Be 
wnto him, O Lord, a ſtrong Tower from 
the face of his Enemy. And afterward, 
Defend him from the Danger of the Ene+ 

,- Renew in him whatſoever hath been 
ceayd by the Fraud and Malice of the 
Devil. Fourthly,-— In the Day of Judg- 
ment : "And that is a Critical Day indeed, 
wherein, it may be, the Dev! may be as 
ready to accuſe us to God, as he did Fob; 
bur he can then do us no harm ; there 
will then need no Accuſer bur our own f 
Conſciences, and he that ſhall be our Judge, 
who now deſires to be our. Saviour, and 
that he may prove ſoto the laſt Day we 
Pray, beyond which there will be no dan- 
ger, nor need of any more Deprecation, 
And fo we have gone over the firſt Part 
of the Litany, Deprecation. 


* 
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I proceed to the other Part ; which is 
Petition for good things, and this is double, 
| Interceſſion for others, and .Fx ayer for our 
|| ſelves. 


1- Interceſſion ;, "B/JdiEes, n_— by 
. plural 


tTim.2.1 the ApoſHe ; and infinvated by 
Number 


on the Litany. - 
Number uſed in our Lord's Prayer, and 
here. As feeling Members of that Myſtical 
Body whereof our Lord Jeſu Chriſt is the 
glorious Head, weipray for the Holy Ca- 
rholick Church , called Catholick and Uni- 
werſal ever ſince the Apoſie's days, and in 
their Creed, Becauſe comprehending all Na- 
tions in the World as well as Jews, or ra- 
ther, as the World now goes, Comprehen- 
ſive. For our Lord laid, Go, teach all Na- 
tions, &c, and all Nations were taught and 
baptiſed in the Faith of Jeſw@ Chri/t and 
the -_ Trinity; called Holy, not from 
intrinſick Holineſs ; for the 'Kingdom of. 
Heaven 1s like to a Field that hath in it 


both Wheat and Tares; like to a Net, att. 13. 


which being caſt into the Sea, gatheruh of 
every kind, both good Fiſh and bad; but 
from a Relative and Federal Holineſs, fuch 
as was that of the Jews, and from the Pro- 
feſſion of a moſt Holy Faith. For ths we 
pray, that ic may be ruled and governed in 
rhe right way; the forecited Primer hath 
not 1m the right way, for the Church of 
Rome thinks it can never be in the wrong, 
never prove Hererical or Apoſt atic.al : But 
we that know the Churci Militant is made 
of :44er,,: that are frail and fallible, and 
ten err in Judgment, and oftner in Pra- 
Rice, we pray-1# may be kept | in the righs 
way ; and: the good Lord keep that Part of 


IT 
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it'i" che right way, chat & 5» ir, and feſtore 
that that is out, 


Then we come to opr particular Church, 


and pray, firff, for 4m that is Swpreme 
Governonr of it, Supreme Ordinary or Go- 


_ vernour of ir on Earth, and ſo our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt's Vicegerent , and truly that 
which the Pope pretends ro be over the 
whole Catholick Church. And (1.) We 
pray for Spiritzal! good things, thax God 
would be pleaſed to keep our Gracious King, 
and ſtrengthen Him in the true Worſhippin 
of God, and in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 
of Life; and rule bis Heart in the Faith, 
Fear and Love of God ;, -and that be may 


evermore have Afiance in him, and ever feek 


his Honour and Glory. He that conſiders 
how prone of old the Kings of 1ſracl and 
Judah were to Idolatry, and how' 

Kings of the -Earth at this day Worſhip 
the Image of the Beaſt, and are governed 
in Relig10u5 Matters by the [mperions Di» 


Fates of an  Apoftate Church; or, to look - 


nearer home, that reflects upon the dole- 
ful 1»ftance of the late King's embracing 
the Romiſh Religion,the {chievous Effetts 
whereof who knows whether ever theſe 
Kingdoms may out-grow ? I ſay, Herhar 
con{iders all this, will think it was ar ff 


and ſtill is very fir to pray for the Krrphag 
| an 


— 


. 
— 


and ftrengthning our King in the true Wor - 
ſhip of God. And in What follows, We 
pray that He may oWn God for his Sove> 
reign, by making the Honour and Glory of 
God his ultimate end, and his TH and 
Aﬀfance in God (and tot in Man) the Fown- 
aation of all he doth; And then we pray 
fot Temporal Bleſſings ; namely, That 

would be hi Defender and Keeper (defend 
and keep him, whom he hath appoigted t6 
defend and keep us) and in order to that, 
give bim the <=; over all bu Enemies ; 
whethet home-bred or foreign. And theh 
(as is moſt natural) We pray for the 
Whole K0oyal Family; deſiring that they 
miy proſper and be multiplied. . And 
ſurely this is far more explicit and parti- 
cular than that of the fo often cited Primer, 
Ut Regi noſtro & Principibus noſtris Pacem 
& veram Concordiam atque Viftloriam d0- 
nare digners, Aﬀter this we pray for al 
Biſhops, Prieſts. and Deacons (the three 


. Order: of Ciergy in the Primitive Church) 


that God w enlighten them with true 
Knowledge and Underſt anding of his Word, 
and that both by their Preaching and Living 
they may ſet it forth, and it accor- 
| And this is according to' the In- 


unto thy ſelf, and_to thy Dottrint ; — thar 


?1 


ioh of St. Paul to T imathy, Take heed 1 Tim. 4. 


they tay be a8 John Baptiſt was, a biirning ja £, 


and 


32 


An Expoſition. 

and a ſbining Light; teach as well by 
cheir Examples as by their Inſtruttions. 
Then (what .is not in that Primer) that ;t 
would pleaſe him to Wort the Lords of the 
Council, and all the Nobility, with Grace, 
Wiſdom, and Underſtanding ; To bleſs pies 
keep the Magiſtrates , giving them Grace 
fo execute Juſtice, and to, maintain Truth, 
Which in” the. Prayer for the Militant 
Church is thus expreſſed ;— Grant untg 
hi whole Conncil, and to all that are put 
in, Authority under him, that they may truly 
and indifferently miniſter Juſtice , to the 
Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to 
the Maintenance of thy true Religion and 
Vertue. And then follow ſeveral Prayers 
(which are not in that Primer) Which for 
brevity ſake, and becauſe they ate ſoplain 
and eaſie to be underſtood, I will paſs over, 
and take more ſpecial notice of thoſe that 
are Prayers of Charity. 


That it would pleaſe God to bring into , 
the way of Truth , all ſuch as have erred 
and are deceived. FHumanum eſt ty 
humanius condonare. Though we 
and think we are in the Right, and none 
have yet convinced us to che contrary , 
yet (as before) we pretend not to be In- 
fallible ; © and therefore, as being liable to 
Error out ſelves, we pray for the ms 

| rnar 
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that 'they may. be brought into: the w 
of, Loy Andthen r_ Albrals, - 


trine, and therefore pray that they that 
ſtand , may be ftrengthned, and others that 
are wavering and tottering may be help'd 


þ 


| 


j and comforted, and kept from felling, and 


they that are already fallen may be raiſed 
#p3.. and becauſe the Devil, that occaſi- 
vaed rhe Fall of our frf Parents , lies 
like a Serpent in our 'Way, and an Adder 
in our Paths, to bite and trip up our 
heels, we Pray that God would tread 
him wnder our feet 4 according to the Aſſu- 
rance St. Pax gives us in thoſe very words, 
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are. as prone to Errors of Life as Do- , - © 


And the God of Peace ſhalt bruiſe Satan un- Rom, 16. 


—It ſball briiſe thy head, and thou 
bruift his heel. 


dex your feet (hortly. And the firit oo 


Then we come t6 Pray for «ll tha art 
in. Danger, Neceſſity, and Tribulation ; 
' and nat content with ſo general a Sup- 
plication, we reckon up in eight or mine 
Particulars thoſe that labour under or are 
moſt. liable ro Dangers and Troubles. 
As, firſt, All that travel ; or by 
Water ;— the Dangers of the former, in 
being bewildred and benighted, invaded by 
Robbers, and wild Beaſts, far from belp 
and home, who capnot tell? And for the 


CG latter; 


20 
alt Gen. 3.1$ 
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latter, David tells us as Emphaticaly, is 
if he had gone ſome Eaſt-India Voyage ; 

Pſal.107. when he only croſſed Jordan, They that go 
23+ down to the Sea in Ships, that do buſineſs m 
24- great Waters : Theſe ſee the Works of the 
25+ Lord, and his Wonders in the Beep. For 

he commandeth, and raiſeth the ſtormy Wind, 
26. which lifteth up the Waves thereof, They 
mount up to the Heaven, they go down agam 
ro the Depths, their Soul is melted becauſe 
--, of trouble, They reel to and fro, and ſtag- 
ger like a drunken Man, and art at thei 
28. wits end, Then they cry unto the Lord im 
their trouble, and he brings them out of 
29. their Diſtreſſes. He makes the Storm a 
Calm, ſo that the Waves thereof are ftill. 
30, Then are they glad, becauſe they be quiet ; 
ſo he brings them to their deſrred Haven. 
Here ſome will interpoſe and ſay, In pray- 
ing for all that travel by Land or by Sea, 
we pray for Robbers and Pyrates, Rebels 
and Traitors , them that delight in War, 
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} I anſwer with the ingenious Falkner, He 
| tiberts # properly a Traveller (and doubtleſs is 
| Zccleſia- here meant ) who goes upon his allowable or 
flica, ordinary Occaſions. If the meaneſt Man in 
P-153* rhe Country ſhould bear of an Att of Par- 
lament, y 4 ſecuring the ſafe Paſſage. of all 
Travellers, he would never thence conclude, 


that they intended to provide for the Safety 
| 0 
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| and whoſe Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blood. | 


on the Litany. 


of Robbers, High-way-men and Traitors , 
who are the great Diſturbers of Safety. 
I add, No Prayer can well be deviſed g 
bur ſome ſuch fmail Exception may be 
made againſt ir; all Men are preſumed 
to be Honeſi 'and Loyal, and ſo we may 
pray for them; yea, we ought to pray, 
that they may be #ozeft. VChere is no 
reaſon that Honeſt and Zoya! Men ſhould 
be ſhur out of our Prayers for the fake 
of them that are not ſo. We may pray 
for the Safety of a ſinking Ship, though 
there be a Jonas in it ; as our Lord pray d 


for his Diſciples, though there were a Judas 
among them, | 


Secondly, All Women labouring of Child, 
and 10 labouring under the Curſe of Eve, 


when God ſaid, 7 wi/! greatly multiply thy Gen.z.15 


Sorrow and thy Conception : Ir: Sorrow thou 
ſhalt bring forth Children. And we know 
the Scripture to expreſs a very great 
and ſudden Diſtreſs, compares it to the 
Pangs and Throws of a Woman in Travel; 
for the Safe Deliverance from which , 
as our Church hath appointed a particu- 
tar Thanksgiving after, fo here a general 
Ps ayer before. 


| Thirdly, Ail Sick, Perſons, — And this 
includes a vaſt Number ; all that iabour 
C 2 with 
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with Chronical Diſeaſes, as the grindiv 
Pain ef the Srowe, the racking Augui 
of the Gout, and- ſuch. torruring Als as 
none can conceive but they that have 
felc ; with Critical Dileales, as all Fevers 
and Peſtilences, which threaten ſpeedy 
Death; eſpecially thee laſt, that lock up 
from the kind and comfortable Y3fies of 
Friends and Neighbours; Theſc ought eſpe: 
cially to be remembred. 


Fourthly, Towng Childrev, — How many 
thouſand Dangers are theſe poor Lambs 
obnoxious to; from within and from 
without; how hard is it to know their 
Ail, how hard to help them; and when 
they come to uſe their Feet, how ready 
are they to carry them into the Fire and 
the Water , to trip at every Stick and 
Straw; how ready are.they to play on the 
hole of tbe' Aſp, and ſport on the. Brink 
of the Pie; how near Danger muſt they 
always be, that are afrajd of none, and 
unable to help themſelves out of aay. 
There 1s doubtleſs a ſpecial Providence 
watcheth over young ' Children , that fo 
few miſcarry,; and doubtleſs moſt warch- 
ful over them that are recommended ta 
his Care by the Prayers of the Church and 
their Parents. 


Fiſthly, 


on the pins 

Fifthly, -—+Sbew thy Pity upon all Pri- 

—_ and Captives.,— What all, ome will 

, old Goal bjrds, Felons, and Traitors ? 

, chough che 2 the Prayer chiefly means Pri- 

ſoners Debt, and Captives in War, 
(and ſo we my underſtand the Prayer 


of Aſaph, Let the Srghing of the Prifo- Pſal. 79. 


ntr come before thee, according to the 
greatneſs of thy Power : Preſerve thou 
thoſe that are appointed to die, And 


that in another Pſalm , He hath looked Pal. 102. 


19,20. 


down from the be of bus Sanituary 
from theaven the Lord behold the 
Earth ; ' To tur | the Groaning of the 
Prifoner, to looſe theſe that are of Fam 
to Death; 
Yet it will take/in alſo the moſt Noto- 
rious Malefattors, that need the more 
Pity, by how much 2hey lels piry chem- 
ſelves; and we ſhall do well to Pray for 
the Thief on the: Croſs, the (Aſurdey'r at 


the Goal-bouſe, that God would make 


them Penirent, and accept of their Repen- 
| tance; break'the Stony Heart, and:-nor de- 


= the broken. + 


| and Seventh! — Daſtind and pro- 
vide _ the. Fatherleſs Children and Wi- 
adows ; ' and all :that are Deſelate and Op- 
preſſed. Provide. for the Deſolate , and 
aefend the Oppreſſed, And ſurely we 
ought 


or the Children of Death. ) 


6 » 


— 


Ver. 6,5. 


iTim.2.1 


ought to Pray for. thoſe who are God'® 
: tial Care , To Special, that he intitles, 


there-frbm in the ſixty eight Pſalm ; 
where God is repreſented riding in tr3- 
umphane Majeſty, and one would have ex- 
ed a Proclamation. of ſuch Titles, as 


King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, &c, 


but inſtead thereof we hear, A Father 
of the Fatherleſs, and a Tudge of the Wi- 
dows is God in hu holy Habitation, God 
ſetreth the Solitary in Families + He bring- 
eth out thoſe which are bound with Chains. 
The Widow hath loſt the Guide of her 
Youth ,, and the Staff of her Age; and 
the Fatherleſs the beſt Friend he can 
have upon Earth; and therefore we pray 
that God would be to them Friend, and 
Father, and Huband. 


And now that we may not leave any 
fort of Men out of our Prayers; it 
follows, That it would pleaſe thee to have 
Mercy upon all -Men. All Men? What 
Reprobates ? Apoſtates ? thoſe that have 


ſinned the Sin unto Death? Who are 


Keprobates, &c. we know not; but we 
know St. Paul exhorts that Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions—— be made for all 


3- Men. . Giving this reaſon, For this is 


good and acceptable in the ſyght of God 


4- 0% Saviowr : Who will have all Men t0 


be 
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ot the Litany: 


be ſaved, and to come unto the Know- 
ledge of the Truth. 1 know how many 


Disſtinftions are made to reſtrain the Al 
in theſe places ; which if they will hold 
good there, they will alſo hold good in this 
Prayer; and then one of any Perſwaſion 
may joyn with us in it. 


But there is one fort of Men, for whom 
the Heart of Man hath little liſt to pray ; 
to wit, Enemies, Perſecytors, and Slan- 
derers: Now to prevent the tacit Ex- 
ception, our Church hath added a Prayer 
for them, that God would forgive them, 


and, turn their Hearts. | ſay added, for 
neither ir not any of the forementioned 
Charitable Prayers (except for the Poor and 
'C, aptives ) are in that Primer. 


Thus. have I given a plain Account 
of this incomparable Prayer, our ſolemn 
Litany ; which is- not obſcure in it {elf, 
bur yer hach been much miſunderſtood ; 
and therefore I have laboured co beger 
a right underſtanding of the fame. And 
if what I have ſaid, be not ſufficient co 
remove the Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions 
of thoſe, who under a Pretence of Pray- 
ing by the 'Sptrit, have taught the People 
to deſpiſe both th», and all other Set 
Forms of Prayer ; yet | hope ar leaſt it 
may 


= 
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may not | 
ſucks ;Pevorr” Members: of our Church 
(for whoſe ſake it was chiefly intended) 
that are defitous both to wmbac /it is 
they pray foe''in. every par and parcetigf 
it, and heartily: ro pray for the ſame,” 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


A Brief Expoſition on the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and Ten Commandments To 
which is added the DoQrtine of the Satremenes. 
IWazc Barrow, D. D. And Ine Maſter 
Coilege, Cambridge. This on the Creed never be- 
_ ubliſh'd. « my | both _— 
ice re youpg Perſons, relating to Fat 

and Pradtice.” - Contain'd m ſome pitin dire&ions 
how co Demean themſelves. Together with ſome 
few motiwes ro the Obſervation of what 15 here rt+ 
commended. in Otavo, Price 4 4. 

Family Religion : or the Exerciſe of Prayer and 


Devotion in private Families. By rhe late Reverend 


_ Tn, lare Miniſter of White-Chappt/. Wn 2465s 
ice 24s 

A MNcthed daily Devotion, A Method of De- 
votion for the Lords Day- Likewiſe ſeveral ſmall 
Books againſt Debauchery, Profaneneſs, Blaſ j 
Curfing and Sweering,” &c. All by Dr, Afcheton, 
In '24es, Price 2'4 Each, and ſomerhing f 
to chem rhar give away Numbers, | 
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prove altogether -unbfeful tþ 


